
Saint Rafka Maronite

Consecration of the Church 

Elijah and the pleasant young man, Daniel, are 
diligent groomsmen. Dear Thomas is the 
messenger, and Isaiah the collector of gifts. / 
[Mary] Magdalene is carrying spices and the 
sinful woman ointments. Matthew sets the 
tables and Luke mixes the wine vessels. / Abel 
sent her the first-born lamb from his flock and 
just Jacob set aside a tenth of his possession for 
her from the very beginning.  

(Trans. from the Syriac Maronite night prayer of 
the Consecration of the Church) 

People running around preparing food and 
setting tables might evoke the image of a hafleh 
in some minds, but the above is no earthly feast. 
This hymn from our tradition describes the 
wedding banquet of the Church, the Bride of 
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Christ, whose feast we celebrate today. It is not a coincidence that this feast is the first at the 
beginning of the Church year – our tradition emphasizes the existence of the Church from 
the very beginning with Adam. The servants of Christ have been preparing His Bride’s 
banquet even before He arrived! This is why the above hymn mentions both figures from the 
Old Testament, such as Elijah and Abraham, as well as from the New Testament, such as 
Mary Magdalene and Luke, working together. Though separated by thousands of years, all 
those whom Christ has raised to His service work together throughout time. 

This might sound strange, but today we celebrate the continuity of the Church throughout 
all of time. Christ, our all-knowing and loving God, wanted to establish a way that 
humanity could be in an intimate relationship with Himself. The means He picked was to 
become the Bridegroom of the Church, to whom we belong. From before all time, He 
began to prepare this great wedding banquet with Israel and the prophets of old. The 
prophets organized the feast by their prophecies, preparing the hearts of the world to 
receive the Bridegroom. The apostles came to invite all the peoples of the world to this 
banquet, for Christ wishes all to be with Him. And today, our Church is the continuation of 
that true Israel, as St. Paul writes in Rom. 9:8, it is “the children of the promise” of God, not 
a physical descent.  

All the saints before us have assisted in preparing this banquet through their own vocation 
to which Christ has called them until the moment He signed His wedding contract by His 
own blood when “He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption,” as our first reading tells us (Heb. 9:12). And the very food of 
the banquet and purpose is the same in this action – at the banquet, Christ sets on the Holy 
Table, the altar, His Body and Blood for our eternal life and salvation, so that we may live 
with Him, glorify Him, and delight with Him for eternity with the rest of those invited to the 
banquet. 

Indeed, every time we enter into the church for the Mass, we enter into this Mystical 
Banquet with all the saints before us, and the Bridegroom comes to delight with His Bride. 
Today, we celebrate the love of Christ towards His Bride, the Church, for He had no need to 
take her as His Bride or prepare the grand banquet that continues until today. Let us join in 
the banquet He has prepared us and assist. We are not forced to attend the banquet – we 
have the privilege of being the guests of honor. 

Today the sons of the Church shall gather together and offer glory and thanksgiving with joy to God 
for His love has descended and dwelt in the Church. He has graciously made her a true bride for 
Himself. Today the true priests surround the holy altar in the likeness of angels. Our Lord gave her 
the authority for His flock to receive His body and Blood for forgiveness of their debts. 

Seminarian Michael Shami 
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Abouna’s 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Happy November from Saint Rafka! 

Last week was was a week to remember for many reasons. Last Saturday, I had the privilege of 
celebrating the Sacrament of Matrimony for Maryjoy Lepak (daughter of Greg and Mary Anne 
Lepak) and Justin Mohr at Saint Mary’s Church, downtown Greenville. It was one of the most 
beautiful weddings I have ever celebrated as it was reverent, peaceful and filled with the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Oh, that all weddings were like this! Pray for this couple for a long 
and happy life together. 

On Tuesday evening, at the very end of our adult religious education class. I felt the chills 
coming on. This is never good! I had the shakes the whole way home. I took medication, got 
right in bed and slept well. I had to be up early for the 7 AM Mass at Saint Mary’s. Right after 
that, I went home and back to bed. Got up around 11 to head to the hospital for the 12 Noon 
Mass. After that, back to bed to rest until the evening liturgy at Saint Rafka. By then I was feeling 
better, but still clamy. Back to bed! Thankfully it was a short bug, but it had a knockout punch! 

The Liturgy of All Saints’ Day was a great celebration. The attendance at the Divine Liturgy was 
above normal and everyone successfuly participated. I was joined at the altar by Msgr. Leigh 
Lehocky. He and Msgr. Chris Lathem are interested in learning our Liturgy and a Holy Day is a 
bit gentler than a Sunday at 11 AM to observe and learn. Thank you for your warm and gracious 
welcome. 

On Thursday night, we had a great turnout for the First Thursday Pasta Supper. About 86 people 
were present for a delightful meal. Thanks to all who support this monthly fundraiser. 

This week, we begin the new liturgical year with new weekly meditations by Seminarian 
Michael Shami. Michael was a classmate and friend of Father Aaron Sanbothe, a seminarian for 
the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles.  A great Syriac scholar and lover of our 
authentic Maronite traditions, Michael’s meditations are a delight to read. Enjoy them and 
meditate upon these texts. 

Enjoy the Fall Season! Thanks for all your support and love for our community. 

Have a great weekend! See you in Church! 

Salaam!        
  
Ab. Bart 



Calendar of Events
November 
04, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
05, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 3 PM, Holy Hour 
 Pot Lunch Luncheon 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
06, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes 
07, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics 
 7:15 PM, Adult Religious Education 
08, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
 Anointing of the Sick 
11, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
12, 1 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 Coffee Social 
 5 PM, Byzantine Divine Liturgy 
 Coffee Social 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
13, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes 
14, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics 
 7:15 PM, Adult Religious Education 
15, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy 
 Anointing of the Sick 
18, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy 
20, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy - Food items for the Poor 
 Coffee Social 
 7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy 
21, 6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes 
22, 6:30 PM, Ramsho and Blessing with the Relics 

Ramsho and Blessing with the 
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel 
Nimatullah, and the Massabki 
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30 
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come 
to offer the evening sacrifice and 
ask God’s blessing, healing, 
mercy and compassion through 
these holy men and women. 



Attention all women of the diocese of Charleston! Magnificat-Greenville, SC Chapter is hosting its 
next meal on Saturday, November 11, from 9am to Noon. Join us for fellowship, praise and 
worship, and be inspired by our guest speaker Father Robert Falabella. Father Robert shares his first 
hand experience of the emotions, hardships, and dangers of the combat soldier. Father Robert 
remained with the soldiers on the front lines and was decorated for his bravery under fire. Falabella 
is currently retired and continues to serve the needs of the St. Mary Magdalene Parish on a part-time 
basis. Come and hear how the Lord has moved in his life and empowered him to love and serve the 
Lord as a soldier for Christ and our country . For more information go to our  www.magnificat-
ministry.org under Chapter Webpages. Tickets are $25 and may be purchased by mailing a check 
payable to Magnificat-Greenville. Along with payment, please include your name, phone number, 
email, home address, and parish, and mail to Beth Snyder, 151 Lake Lyman Heights, Lyman SC 
29365 by October 31st. ($30 after Oct.31st if not sold out. Call to check.) Reserve your ticket early 
as seating is limited. For more information call Lucille Irving 864-967-7463.

New Procedure for Liturgical Readers on Sunday 

Since it is the beginning of the new liturgical year, it is a 
good time to make a few needed changes. One of the 
most notable will be for the readers at the 11 AM 
liturgy.  

The two readers, English and Arabic, will come together 
to the lector’s stand and the English reader will 
announce the text of the reading in English, then ask for 
the blessing. The priest will bless both readers at the 
same time, then the Arabic reader will take a seat near 
the window until it is his/her turn to read. The Arabic 
reader will simply announce the text, then do the 
reading. No blessing will be asked.

http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
http://www.magnificat-ministry.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=151+Lake+Lyman+Heights,+Lyman+SC+29365&entry=gmail&source=g


 Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the 
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the 
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing 
in Grace and numbers.

Adult Religious Education 

Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at 
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the 
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences. 
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who 
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation 

Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner 
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education 
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes. 
Contact the Church Office to register. 

English/Arabic Classes  

We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge, 
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi. 
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all. 

 

 إبتداءً   من   نهار   أإلثنین   ٢   تشرین   األول,   ٢٠١٧   الساعة   ٦,٣٠   مساءً   في   منزل   فرنسیس,
 وُأسبوعیاً      ُیعطي"   سكوط   هّر",   "ألیكس   رومان"   و"   شي   منجي"   دروٌس   في   اللغة

 االنكلیزیة,   یتبُعها   دروٌس   في   اللغة   العربیة      ُتَعلِّمها   "   منى   العشي".   ُتعطى   هذه   الدروس
 مجاناً   وُنرحب   بجمیع   المشاركین.

A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously 
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

Engaged Enounter This a reminder that we only have 1 more weekend available for the 
remainder of 2017. It is an in parish weekend and will be held at All Saints Catholic Church in Lake 
Wylie on Nov. 11-12. The cost of the weekend is $150 but we have partial scholarships available.
The next weekend will be in February and will be a retreat weekend.

http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org
http://live.opendoorsusa.org/2016-million-voices/?source=mw-facebook&s_subsrc=view-me-petition&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=fb-name-acq-2017&utm_content=petition-hope-for-the-me&utm_term
http://www.ststephenmaronite.org


BYZANTINE GREEK CATHOLIC LITURGY 
NEXT SUNDAY 

On Sunday, November 12th at 5:00pm, a Divine Liturgy (Mass) in the 
Byzantine Rite, in English, will be celebrated here at St. Rafka Maronite 
Catholic Church. Father Joseph Matlak, administrator of St. Basil the Great 
Mission in Charlotte, NC, will celebrate the Liturgy. Join us for prayer and 
fellowship afterwards in WIckett Hall!

 قّداس   حسب   طقس   كنیسة   الروم   الكاثولیك   البیزنطیة
 

 یحتفل   االب   جوزیف   متلك,   راعي   بعثة   مار   باسیل   في   شارلوت,   بقداس   حسب   الطقس   البیزنطي   نهار   االحد   ١٢
 تشرین   الثاني   ٢٠١٧,   الساعة   الخامسة   بعد   الظهر   في   كنیسة   القدیسة   رفقا   المارونیة.   ندعوكم   إلى   مشاركتنا   في

 القداس   والزمالة   بعد   االحتفال.   لمزید   من   المعلومات   اتصل   بالكنیسة   على   الرقم   التالي:   ٩١١٩-٤٦٩-٨٦٤   او   بواسطة
 البرید   اإللكتروني:   secretary@saintrafka.org.      نتأمل   بمشاركتم.



Prayer List

Montaha AchiJim Hopsecger, 
Recovery of RS, Ashley 
Mullinex, Bill McAfee, Bill 
Leon, Sr., Charley Dusthimer, 
Bernadette Smith, Claire 
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel 
Brassel , Katr ina Shunk, 
Chuck Wilson, George Vargo, 
Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan, 
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire, 
Mary Anne McAfee, Tish 
Oney, Lois Taylor, Virginia 
LaFave, Nabeel Howard, 
Father M. T. Phillips, Paul 
Co te and Fami l y, Pau l 
Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman, 
M o e M e r c i e r , J o a n 
Bussemey, Special Intention 
by Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe 
Durham, Michae l Bays, 
Patrick Lavelle, Tara Galvin, 
Susan Connor, Bill Hines, 
Beth Banks, Andrea Fiorni-
Fraz ier, Shawn Sexton, 
Robert Mercier, James and 
Kale igh, Mark Pel let ier, 
Antonella, Stephanie, Derek 
Gera rd So lomon , JoAn 
Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka, 
Family of Colbert Arthur, 
Berma Darlene Bell, Terry 
Vadnais, Elaine Gillen, Amy 
Hunter, Shawn Sexton, Cindy 
Miller, Adrian Kassentar, Beth 
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard, 
Special Intention of MKS, 
Janice Radich, Paula Lemire, 
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon, 
Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard, 
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne 
Va l e n c i a , S i s t e r M a r y 
Emmanuel, Katie Frank, 
Adelaide George, Beverley 
Davis, Maryanne Polidoro, 
John Fender, Kather ine 
Dennman, In tent ions of 
Nancy Gegorian, Thomas 
Shaluly 

Saints We Celebrate
November 5, Saint Assia the Just, Confessor
November 8, Saint Michael the Archangel
November 10, Saint Moura, Confessor
November 11, Saint Mennas, Martyr
                     Saint Martin, Confessor
November 13, Saint John Chrysostom, Confessor
                    Saint Francis Cabrini, Virgin-Confessor, 
  Saint of the United States
November 14, Saint Philip the Apostle
November 16, Saint Matthew the Evangelist
November 17, Saint Gregory the Wonderworker, 
Confessor
November 18, Saint Romanos (Raymond), Martyr
November 21, Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the 



November 4 & 5 Intention Donor

Saturday, 4 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

Sunday, 11 AM +Rene Mikaelian, 40 Day Memorial Sister of Norna Sijon

Sunday, 7 PM +Parents & Husband Oksana Stachiw

Wednesday, 7 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

November 11 & 12

Saturday, 4 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

Sunday, 11 AM +Ruth Choffel Sandy & Stephen Choffel

Sunday, 7 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

Wednesday, 7 PM +Poor Souls in Purgatory with no one praying for them Anonymous

Mass Intentions

Feast New Testament Gospel

Consecration of the Church Heb. 9:1-12 Matt 16:13-20

English Paul Leonardi

Arabic Joseph Chebeir, BIT+++

Liturgical Readings

Liturgical Items

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers 

To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use 
the envelope provided at the entrance.  Donation is $5.00. The 
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday. 

New! To review the readings,  
go here.

http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/
http://dailygospel.org/M/MAE/


Church Offerings and Attendance

October 29 Saturday 4 PM Sunday 11 AM Sunday 7 
PM

Total Budget +/- Wed. 7 PM

People 67 64 41 172 160 12 0

Collection $1041.00 $1067.00 $1048.00 $3156.00 $2,667.00 $489.00 0

Average  per person $15.54 $16.67 $25.56 $18.35 Holy Hour —

0 Ramsho 5

Average  per person 0 0 0 YEAR TO DATE $141,929

All Saint’s Day $445.00 Religious Ed. 18

Average Attendance 59 80 33 189

Attendance Year to Date 

4:00 PM   2461 
11:00 AM   3374 
7:00 PM   1367 
Wednesday 7 PM    731 
First Sunday    185 
Holy Day     198 
Ramsho       80 
Adult Education    161 
Special Liturgy    218 
Funerals     315 
Weddings       55 

Attendance

How are these totals calculated? 

One total graphed to the left is through envelope usage for each week. 

The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

Date Emails Sent Opened % Opened

October 29 519 354 45.9%

October 22 519 297 42%

Difference 0 57 3.9%



Scripture Readings for Sunday 

Sunday of the Consecration of the Church 

Letter to the Hebrews 9,1-12.  

Even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. 

For a tent was constructed, the first one, in which were the lampstand, the table, 
and the bread of the Presence; this is called the Holy Place. 
Behind the second curtain was a tent called the Holy of Holies. 
In it stood the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all 
sides with gold, in which there were a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s 
rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of 
glory overshadowing the mercy-seat. Of these things we cannot speak now in 
detail. 
Such preparations having been made, the priests go continually into the first tent to 
carry out their ritual duties; but only the high priest goes into the second, and he 
but once a year, and not without taking the blood that he offers for himself and for 
the sins committed unintentionally by the people. 
By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary has not yet been 
disclosed as long as the first tent is still standing. 
This is a symbol of the present time, during which gifts and sacrifices are offered 
that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshipper, but deal only with food and 
drink and various baptisms, regulations for the body imposed until the time comes 
to set things right. 
But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats 
and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 

Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew 16,13-20.  

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 
And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 
He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 
And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it. 



I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.’ 
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

Play the Piano?

We are looking for a piano player to donate some 
playing time for a fundraiser at Saint Rafka. 
Interested? Please contact Donna Stafford at 
864.313-5140.



Ashy Pavilion  

Please remember that 
registered and supporting 

parishioners are free to use 
the Ashy Pavilion for family 

events, reunions, parties, 
etc. Others are welcome to 

rent the facilities. More 
information? Contact 
Richard Wickett here. 

  
Coffee Socials  

If you would like to sponsor 
a Coffee Social In Memory 

Of or In Honor Of someone, 
please call or email the 

office to let us know. 
  

Wickett Hall 

Newly refurbished Wickett 
Hall can be used by our 

registered and supporting 
parishioners for family 

events, reunions, etc. Others 
may request permission to 

rent the Hall. Contact 
Richard Wickett. 

Masses Online 

Where to go to Mass when 
traveling? Look here! 

MassTimes.org 
The Catholic Directory 

Parishes Online 

Birthdays 

November
5. Basma Seleem
7, Abouna Aaron Sandbothe
7, Nader Hermiz
9, Susan Beckman
10, Linda Wickett
10. Mike Fontayne
11, Bishop Gregory Mansour
11. Camille Kalas-Oczkowski
12, Victor Farah  12, Saleh Salfiti

Anniversaries

November
18,Sandra and Wayne Reece
18, Tom and Donna Ziemetz
29, Greg and Mary Anne Lepak
29, Majed and Sura Farah

Necrology 

November 

December
+Tala Howard, December 11, 2006
+Faye G. Tadross, December 26, 2006
+Bishop Stephen Hector Doueihi, December 

Video on the life of Saint Sharbel 
English subtitles. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka  
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the 
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here. 

Prayers to Saint Rafka 
Click here.

mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/default.asp
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net
mailto:rwickett2@bellsouth.net?subject=
http://MassTimes.org
http://www.thecatholicdirectory.com
http://www.parishesonline.com/scripts/default.asp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjUq8dvXPfJZGjme385V5dA/videos?&ab_channel=Shrafhard98
http://www.saintcharbel.com/home.php?url=prayers&lgid=0&depid=11&menu=11
http://www.saintrafqa.ca/prayers-to-saint-rafqa


      

  5th Marian Eucharistic Conference 

 
 

November 4 - 5, 2017 
     November 4                                   

                                          
                                                     
 

 

For more information, please call (864)354-7160  
or go to  www.meconferencesc.net 

 
 

Registration after Oct. 24, $ 85 

 
     

 Mary, Mother of the Eucharist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

100 Years of Fatima 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Father 

 
Dwight  

Longenecker 
 

Fr. Wade Menezes 
      

      Fr. Chris Alar  
      

Al Kresta 
 

 Raymond Arroyo 

                                                     
                                      

                                                    Hilton Hotel 
 
 

45 West Orchard Park Drive,  
 Greenville, SC 29615 

 

 General Admission: $75 
Youth: $ 40 

 

Saturday and Sunday buffet lunches are 
included. All are required to register by 

October 24 

     
  Saturday, Nov. 4 
 
Doors open: 8:00 am 

 
Mass: 9:00 am, 

 
Talks, 

Buffet Lunch, 
Confessions, 

 

   Sunday, Nov. 5 
 
Doors open: 7:50 am 

 
Mass: 8:30 am, 

 
Talks, 

Buffet Lunch, 
Confessions, 

SPECIAL	NOTE	
We		offer	gluten	free	meals	by	request.		
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